claims in some instances are contradictory. In this paper I present an account of the ants and Ho.moptera that were observed in association on the cocoa farm in West Nigeria., an analysis of this association, and a discussion of the effects of the association .on the cocoa crops. Although there are records of ant-Homoptera association for Ghana and some other parts of West Africa (Strickland, 95; Leston, 97o) There are five forms exhibited by ant-Homoptera 'mutualism' and these have been exhaustively discussed in a review by Way (963) . 'Mutualism' is defined as "an association between ants and other insects which is mutually beneficial without necessarily implying obligate dependence or interdependence" (Way, 963 A decision as to whether or not to. encourage the establishment of these ants in cocoa farms will depend on whether mirid infestation is more or less important than fungal and viral diseases of cocoa in a particular locality.
